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license suspended for three months, and agreed not to acquire more animals for two years. Among
the many violations were citations for a black bear enclosure that was in disrepair with wire panels
that were beginning to bend and sag, excessive excreta in the black bear enclosure, and filthy,
unsanitary drinking water receptacles.

Wilderness Trail Zoo in Birch Run: A number of disappointed travelers have posted troubling
comments at an online travel review site after visiting Wilderness Trail Zoo:
e “The poor animals at this facility have some very small and dirty pens. The poor bear and
tigers especially have very little room.”*
e “We saw a bear that appeared half-dead -- it was very thin, appeared to have skin problems’
and was not moving. Pacing and lethargic animals were also very common.”*
o “[M]any of the enclosures seemed too confining for the animals ...”**
e “[T]he habitats for a good many of them are just substandard if not criminal. A lot of the
cages have concrete floors and just chain link fence ... the pacing bear is still pacing."ls
¢ “The bear was pacing the cage and | felt that it was all it had to do.”"
e “Most of the exhibits in this small zoo are too small and completely unlike the natural
habitats olfathe animals within them. We found ourselves just feeling sorry for the
animals!”

For the reasons cited above, we ask that you reject SB 1236, which would weaken our state’s Large
Carnivore Act and puts people and animals at risk. Thank you.

Jill Fritz

Michigan State Director

The Humane Society of the United States
jfritz@humanesociety.org

(517) 515-3839
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